
02/21/2008 03:44 PMBurr Ridge Dist. 180 plans to slash nine teachers, $900,000 :: News :: PIONEER PRESS :: The Doings-Weekly-Burr Ridge

Page 1 of 2http://www.pioneerlocal.com/burrridge/news/792334,br-180cuts-021408-s1.article

TheDo i ngs -Week l y .c om  Member  of  the Sun-Times  News  Group

19¡F
Light Snow

Weather  ¥ Traffic

Search  È
 Go  

 Site  STNG

¥ Subscribe
¥ Customer Service

New s
Opinion
Politics
Religion
Weather

 

NEWS ::  PRINTER FRIENDLY È   EMAIL  ARTICLE  È 

Burr  Ridge  Dist.  180 plans  to slash  nine
teachers,  $900,000

February  14, 2008

By  Jane  Michaels  | STAFF WRITER

Nine teachers, full-day kindergarten, the Inspire Academy for special
needs students and various programs will be eliminated in the wake of
Burr Ridge Elementary District 180's referendum defeat Feb. 5.

The School Board met Monday night in closed session to discuss
personnel matters, which comprise most of $900,000 in cuts
announced Tuesday for the 2008-09 school year.

Superintendent Thomas Schneider said a letter outlining the cuts was
sent home Tuesday in backpacks after morning meetings with staff.
The district also posted the information on its Web site at
www.ccsd180.org.

"None of the options presented were anything anybody liked," said
School Board President Paula Dupont. "These cuts gave us the most
impact with the resources we have."

Voters rejected a 33-cent "tax swap" proposal that would have
generated an additional $1 million annually to offset the current $1.9
million deficit, rising costs and shrinking revenue.

Detailing what cuts would be made before the election wouldn't have
made a difference, Dupont said.

"We have less of a swing vote -- people who might changed their mind
-- than in other communities," she said. "I'm not sure any level of
specificity would have made a difference (to the people who voted no)."

Other budget trims include summer school, about nine aides and part-
time staff, choir, football, several clubs and 30 percent of gifted
programs.

"We don't want to destroy any one program or group of kids with the
cuts," Dupont said. "We will still be providing a quality education but not
at the level we were before, and that's a level kids are entitled to."

District officials welcome parent and community feedback now and at
the board's March meeting.

But it's unlikely the cuts will be reversed, Dupont said, because of the
district's financial situation.

"We don't want people to feel like we're dropping an edict, but this is
the direction we have to go if we want to stay afloat (financially)," she
added.

Schneider said the cuts were structured to protect core programs and
have the least impact on learning.

"It was incredibly difficult. We had programs put into place over the last
few years that have had tremendous positive impact on students," he said. "We tried to make sure no one specific area bore the brunt of
the reductions."
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Eliminating the Inspire Academy means a savings of salaries for three teachers, a principal, a social worker, two aides and an office staff
member. The program cost an estimated $450,000 to start in the fall.

Schneider said the district hasn't yet determined where the dozen students served by the program will attend school. Previously, many of
the special needs students were bussed to other outlying programs.

Dupont said about 20 first- through third-year teachers are expected to receive reduction in force notices in March, and all but nine likely will
be hired back. The staff reductions will mean higher class sizes in the fall and less extra help for struggling students, as well as challenges
for gifted pupils.

District officials plan to try again and place the referendum proposal on the ballot in November, Dupont said. A number of residents
supported the referendum, but they were unable to vote because they weren't registered.

"We believe we can make an impact on those voters and have a higher turnout," she said.
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